Tuijin Jishu/Journal of Propulsion Technology
ISSN: 1001-4055
Vol. 44 No. 5 (2023)

Multiphase Flow Dynamics: Investigating
Complex Interactions in Fluid Mechanics

Saurabh Priyadarshi?
Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering
Government Engineering College Gopalganj

Kumar Jyotiraditya?
2Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering
Bhagalpur College of Engineering, Bhagalpur

Dr. Sangita®
3Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering
Bhagalpur College of Engineering, Bhagalpur

Shyam Sundar Choudhary*
4Assistant Professor, Department of Civil Engineering
Darbhanga College of Engineering, Darbhanga, Bihar

Rohit Kumar Singh®
SAssistant Professor, Department of Civil Engineering
Government Engineering College, Siwan, Bihar

Abstract- Numerous modelling and simulation techniques for complicated multi-phase flow at the
microscopic, mesoscopic, and macroscopic sizes are presented in this work. The capacity of each strategy to
resolve scale and its interrelationship with other approaches are addressed. Applications are given using a
liquid-gas system, where droplet dynamics, flow, turbulence, and combustion all interact at several scales in
a complicated way. The effects of a very large number of droplets on turbulent combustion in two
configurations within a fixed laboratory frame are investigated using large eddy simulation (LES). Next, a
moving frame direct numerical simulation (DNS) is used to show the intricate dynamic interactions between
droplets and response zones. In both the LES and the DNS, evaporating droplets are modelled in a
Lagrangian macroscopic method, and have two- way couplings with the carrier gas phase. The lattice
Boltzmann method (LBM) with different relaxation times is finally used to study droplet collisions. Since
real-fluid equations of state are stable and able to handle large density ratios, the LBM handles multiphase
flow.
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INTRODUCTION
This work focuses on a form of multiphase flows in which the dispersed phase is made up of liquid droplets and
the continuous carrier phase is a gas mixture. These occurrences are common in biological systems, the natural
world, and a variety of industrial sectors, such as process engineering, chemistry, biomedicine, and energy. They
frequently include intricate relationships with other physicochemical phenomena such phase shift, heat transfer,
combustion, and turbulent flow. For instance, fuel spray is sprayed into a very turbulent, high-temperature, high-
pressure combination of gases in a diesel engine. A key component of fluid dynamics, multiphase flows are
essential to many industrial and natural processes. In these flows, many phases such as gas-liquid, liquid-liquid,
or gas-solid move simultaneously inside a small area. Numerous applications, such as chemical engineering,
environmental remediation, oil and gas production, and biomedical research, depend on the understanding and
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management of multiphase flows. While studying multiphase flows over the years, scientists and engineers have
faced many difficulties. However, they have also produced important discoveries that have revolutionized our
capacity to predict, simulate, and control these intricate processes. The difficulties and developments in the study
of multiphase flows are examined in this article. Comprehending and managing multiphase flows is crucial in
several sectors, such as the extraction of oil and gas environmental engineering, chemical processing, and even
medical. While researching and interacting with multiphase flows has presented many difficulties for scientists
and engineers over the years, they have also made important strides. The main obstacles and most current
developments in the field of multiphase flow research will be discussed in this article. Affects how the phases are
distributed and how the system behaves overall. Heat and mass transport processes can be impacted by
extremely non-uniform turbulent mixing between phases. The creation of precise turbulence models that take
into consideration the existence of many phases is an ongoing difficulty. The study of multiphase flows has been
transformed by recent developments in high-performance computers and computational fluid dynamics (CFD).
With increased precision, researchers can now run intricate simulations that depict intricate interactions between
phases and turbulence. Understanding the behavior of multiphase flows in a variety of applications, such as
nuclear reactor safety evaluations and oil reservoir models, has improved as a result. Innovations in experimental
techniques, such as high-speed imaging, laser- based diagnostics, and micro fluidics, have enabled researchers to
acquire more precise and complete data on multiphase flows. These developments make it easier to validate
numerical models and produce fresh perspectives on the fundamental physics of multiphase systems. More
advanced models, including as the Smoothed Particle Hydrodynamics (SPH) approach, the Level-Set method,
and the Volume of Fluid (VOF) method, have been created by researchers to characterize multiphase flows.
These models have enhanced our capacity to simulate intricate multiphase flow phenomena and enable a more
realistic depiction of phase contacts. Multiphase flows are by nature nonlinear and complicated. The interactions
between distinct phases, including phase transitions (e.g., vaporization or condensation), turbulence and
interfacial forces, generate complicated and dynamic behavior. The development of precise mathematical models
and numerical simulations is difficult due to its complexity. In order to precisely represent the underlying
physics, researchers have to contend with the requirement for complex algorithms and computer capacity. It can
be costly, time-consuming, and even hazardous to acquire experimental data in multiphase flows. It can be quite
difficult to get high-quality data, particularly in remote locations or in harsh weather. It is challenging to confirm
numerical models or create new theories without thorough experimental data, which impedes the field's
advancement.

MULTISCALE MODELING OF MULTIPHASE FLOW DYNAMICS
The physical problem of a reactive gas carrier phase interacting with a dispersed liquid phase covers all sizes,
from nanoscales to macroscales, in most general circumstances. The Boltzmann equation, which simplifies to the
Navier-Stokes equations in the continuum regime, is the unified governing equation that applies to all scales.
Even with the most powerful petaflop massively parallel computers, it is difficult to numerically model two-
phase or multiphase flow from first principles. The right multiscale modelling strategy is the way to go. Three
primary methods within the Eulerian framework are available to model flow in the continuum regime: Reynolds
averaged Navier-Stokes (RANS), large eddy simulation (LES), and direct numerical simulation (DNS). DNS
resolves all flow scales down to the Kolmogorov microscales, based on “first principles” for the continuum, i.e.,
Navier—Stokes equations. Nevertheless, DNS is limited at the large-scale end due to its high computing cost,
making it unsuitable as a useful simulation tool for high Reynolds number flow. Conversely, because LES
requires less computing power, it can model high Reynolds number flow, but it can only resolve flow up to a
cutoff in the turbulent inertial subrange. As a result, modelling the flow scales from the cutoff to the
Kolmogorov microscales results in modelling uncertainties and adds empiricism to the simulation. The least
expensive computing method is the RANS technique, although it just computes the mean flow quantities
directly, not resolving any turbulence scales. It should be noted that the Navier-Stokes equations will give way to
the Euler equations as the Reynolds number approaches infinity. Additionally, a class of Euler solvers for high-
speed aerodynamic flows exists that is very different from DNS, LES, or even RANS. A dispersed phase (i.e.,
droplets or parti-cles) can be included in the continuum regime in two primary ways: the Eulerian model, also
known as the discrete element model, and the Lagrangian model, also known as the two-fluid model .The
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scattered phase is easily handled as a continuous phase, or "fluid," in the Eulerian method. There is no need to
specifically modify the numerical algorithms of the flow solver for the two-phase flow, and the extra computing
expense is negligible.

Increasing modelling, decreasing first-principle simulation

Decreasing computational intensity

Increasing physical insioht

Euler
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Figure 1- Modeling and simulation methods for multi-scale phenomena

The shortcomings include an inability to precisely include the physics of evaporation, droplet-droplet collisions,
and other related phenomena, as well as an absence of information on the dispersed phase (droplet size, shape,
etc.). The more organic method tracks discrete elements as they scatter across the continuous phase; this is
known as the Lagrangian approach. These discrete components, also known as computational particles, each
represent a collection of identically-property physical particles. One benefit of this method is that it can give
specifics on the dynamics and characteristics of the particles/droplets. However, the strategy is quite costly since
a huge number of discrete parts are needed for it to be statistically relevant. Additionally, as the computational
particles are artificial, they can only be thought of as point sources that roughly mimic the impacts of real-world
drops or particles. The modeling and simulation techniques covered above are summed up in Figure 1, which
offers resources for investigating events at the microscopic, mesoscopic, and macroscopic sizes.

DROPLET-LADEN REACTING MIXING LAYERS: TEMPORAL DNS
The primary dynamics of turbulence, combustion, droplets, and their interactions are captured by the LES in the
preceding section. Since these are SGS phenomena, the specifics of these processes such as droplets, chemical
reactions, and micromixing are not replicated. Within the continuum framework, DNS is the only technique
capable of simulating events at sizes similar to the Kolmogorov microscales. DNS has been used extensively for
nonreacting, single-phase turbulent flow, but it is not as often applied for reacting multiphase flow.The main
problem is that contemporary supercomputers are still unable to perform DNS of responding multiphase flow
under any realistic physical conditions. What's more, the traditional definition of DNS just needs the
Kolmogorov microscales to be matched numerically. In practice, combustion may occur on considerably smaller
scales than the Kolmogorov ones when actual chemistry is used. Furthermore, despite their importance, some
effects caused by the finite size of droplets like droplet-generated wakes remain too costly and computationally
difficult to be incorporated in DNS. Consequently, it is not possible to claim that DNS of responding multiphase
flow is founded on the "first principles.” Nevertheless, within the continuum framework, DNS offers the
minutest information of interactions at tiny sizes. To increase the utility of DNS in a cost-effective manner, one
of the best methods is to solve the governing equations in a moving frame. Examining the phenomenon under
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consideration via a small "window" that moves with the large-scale structures of the flow is the equivalent of
such temporal DNS. This is accomplished by applying a periodic boundary condition stream-wise, which
drastically lowers the computational expense. In this work, we perform DNS on a reactive mixed layer that is
temporally developing and loaded with evaporating droplets.
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Figure 2- Schematic of the computational domain, the boundary setup and the isosurface of vorticity
magnitude (0.25) of the reacting jet at t= 100

The computational setup is comparable to focusing on a single area in Figure 2 and 3 that is centered on a shear
layer and tracking its evolution from the inflow to the outflow boundary. The mixing layer's two streams travel
at the same speed in opposing directions. Initially, the oxidizer stream which is full of water droplets is in the
lower half of the computational domain, while the fuel stream is in the top half. The droplet number density, fuel
and oxidizer mass fractions, and initial profiles of the gas stream-wise velocity are all calculated using error
functions.
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Figure 3- Instantaneous droplet distributions superimposed with temperature isosurfaces at t= 80

The starting temperature and droplet velocity are the same as the gas's local values. In the span-wise and stream-
wise directions, periodic boundary conditions are applied, and in the cross-stream direction, an adiabatic slip
wall condition is applied.

CONCLUSION

Fluid dynamics researchers are making fascinating new discoveries as well as facing significant hurdles while
studying multiphase flows. Research has always been difficult because of complex relationships, nonlinear
behavior, and the requirement for precise models and data. Nonetheless, the discipline has advanced recently
thanks to developments in modeling strategies, experimental methodologies, computational techniques, and
predictive technologies. These discoveries have far-reaching effects on a variety of sectors and applications in
addition to enhancing our understanding of multiphase flows. Multiphase flow studies are bound to become
more and more important in solving the intricate fluid dynamics problems that society will confront in the years
to come as academics work to solve the remaining difficulties. With the use of LES, DNS, and LBM, a two-
phase system consisting of a dispersed droplet phase and a continuum gas phase has been investigated. The three
approaches show multiscale modeling and simulation at varying degrees of scale-resolving capacity, which may
result in varying degrees of physical detail in the simulations. In two plausible configurations, LES has done a
very good job of capturing the erratic macroscopic droplet movements. Even though droplets and combustion are
both sub-grid size phenomena, droplet preferred distribution and intricate interactions with flow and combustion
have been imitated.
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